
                                    Summer Reading Guidelines for Rising Fifth Grade 

 

Required Summer Reading: 

1. Crenshaw by Katherine Applegate 

2. The Secret School by Avi 

 

 

Please read the above books and choose a DIFFERENT project for EACH book. For example, for Crenshaw 

you can make a children’s book and for The Secret School you can make a word collage. Both books must 

be read and a DIFFERENT project for each book is due the first day of school. 

 

Project Choices: 

1. Children’s Book- Turn your chapter book into an illustrated children’s book appropriate for a 1st 

to 3rd grader. Create a cover and illustrated pages with sentences to retell the main idea of the 

story. Be sure that your book is colorful and eye-catching. You may use the inside cover or back 

cover to include any other required story elements. 

 

 

 

2. Awards: Create awards for 3 characters based on their actions in the novel. Write at least a 

paragraph detailing why the character deserved the award. One might be awarded "Most 

Courageous” for fighting peer pressure or “Wisest” for guidance he/she gave to other 

characters. You will create the award and write the paragraph on the back of the award. 

Another option is to write the paragraph on a separate sheet of paper and attach it to the 

award. You will have a total of 3 awards and 3 paragraphs. 

 

3. Word Collage: Write the title of the book in the center of a poster board. Then, look through 

magazines for words, phrases, and sentences that illustrate or tell something about your book. 

As you look, think in terms of the theme, setting, plot, and characters. Work to get at least fifty 

words, phrases, or sentences so that the entire poster board is covered. The visual impact of the 

collage should tell a potential reader all about the book. You may use only 3 pictures on the 

entire poster board. The rest should all be words, phrases, and/or sentences. Poster board 

should be the Standard Size 22” X28” 


